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Chapter 1/ 


Author's Notes: 

Inspired by the commentary on the Bullet in a Bible DVD about, and the expressions on BillieWs face during, 
playing Wake Me Up When September Ends live. For those who don\'t know, his father died of cancer in 
September 1982 when Billie was 10; WMUWSE is the first time he\'s ever addressed it musically. 


| watch sweat drip from my hair and resist the urge to brush the resulting curl away from my eyes, 
wrapping my hand around the microphone instead. | look out, gaze passing over all the upturned faces staring 
at me as | force my voice into its upper registers, and | wonder. 

Do they know? 

How it destroys me each time these words pass my lips? 


How the sound they reflect back to me, thousands mingled in harmony, can heal? 


Or how, when the final notes ring out and the strings of my guitar cease to vibrate, | am reborn? 


